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Luis Tiant was born in Havana, Cuba in
1940. He learned to love baseball at a young
age because his father excelled at the sport
and he passed that passion on to his son.
Luis flourished in the local Little League pro-
gram and eventually made the Cuban Juvenile
League All-Star Team in 1957.

In 1961, the Cleveland Indians signed Luis
Tiant to a contract, and he made the majors
with that ballclub in 1964. In 1971, his career
in a Red Sox uniform began. El Tiante, as he
is known in New England, led the American
League with a 15-6 record and a 1.91 ERA in
1972.

For three of the next four seasons, Luis
Tiant won at least 20 games. He won 18
games in 1975, helping propel the Boston Red
Sox to the American League Championship.
He excelled in the 1975 post season, winning
Game One and Game Four of the World Se-
ries for the Red Sox.

Luis Tiant has many impressive baseball ac-
complishments, including having the lowest
ERA for a Boston pitcher since 1920. He also
holds that same record with the Cleveland In-
dians.

In 1978, the Boston Red Sox lost Luis Tiant
to the New York Yankees—but Red Sox fans
don’t dwell on his time in the pinstripes. El
Tiante currently lives in Boston with his family.

It is only fitting that a Little League field bear
the name of one of the greatest pitchers in
Boston Red Sox history. He means so much
to the game of baseball and has contributed
so much to his community.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | would first
like to take this opportunity to thank the Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing and Related Programs Appropriations
for providing $218 million for Basic Education
programs last year and for protecting and ex-
panding the Child Survival and Health Fund.
Their leadership on these highly successful
and cost-effective programs has been out-
standing.

I would also like to thank one of my con-
stituents, Phyllis Alroy, who is a member of
RESULTS, a national group dedicated to end-
ing hunger and poverty worldwide. She and
RESULTS have been champions in bringing
these important initiatives to my attention. |
applaud their efforts and encourage all to fol-
low in their courageous footsteps.

In the world today, one in five people must
survive on less than their local equivalent of
$1 per day. Nearly half the world’s population
survives on less than $2 per day. Approxi-
mately 113 million primary school—age chil-
dren are not in school—more than the total
number of primary-age children in school in
the United States, Europe, and other more de-
veloped countries. In the least developed
countries, 40 percent of children who enroll in
primary school do not complete five years, the
minimum required for basic literacy. Nearly 11
million children under the age of five die annu-
ally in the world mostly from preventable dis-
eases and malnutrition.
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One-third of the world’'s population, many of
them parents, are infected with the bacteria
that causes tuberculosis, a disease that kills 2
million people per year. As HIV infection rates
rise around the world, not only in those coun-
tries already hardest hit by the virus but soon
in “second-wave” countries identified by the
National Intelligence Council (India, Russia,
Nigeria, Ethiopia, and China), TB rates are ex-
pected to rise rapidly.

While these statistics are staggering, there
is some good news: Three million more chil-
dren a year now survive beyond their fifth
birthday than in 1990. More than 60 countries
have achieved a one-third reduction in their in-
fant and under-5 child death rates. The world
has come very close to eradicating polio, and
is poised to do so by 2005. Also, in 2000, the
United States and 188 other countries com-
mitted to the Millennium Development Goals
and pledged to reduce severe poverty by half
by 2015 and meet a set of accompanying
goals, including halting and reversing the
spread of HIV/AIDS and TB, reducing deaths
of children under five by two-thirds, and ensur-
ing universal primary education.

These goals are achievable, but only if we
act now. The United States must lead in the
global effort to save and improve children’s
lives, by expanding funding for the simple and
effective treatments that we know work.

We must protect and expand funding for
Child Survival programs. Half of all children
who die in developing countries fall prey to
just four conditions: pneumonia, diarrheal dis-
eases, malaria and measles, combined with
malnutrition. Each of these conditions can be
treated or prevented—and other critical child
health needs can be met as well—for precious
litle money. A few cents can provide a child
with a vitamin A capsule a few times a year
to prevent blindness and death. Five days
worth of antibiotics to cure pneumonia cost
just 25 cents. A packet of Oral Re-hydration
salts to prevent fatal dehydration from diar-
rheal disease costs just 33 cents. | have
asked the Foreign Operations Appropriations
Committee to expand funding for Child Sur-
vival in your 2004 Foreign Operations Bill by
$150 million.

Other low-cost solutions can positively im-
pact children’s lives by helping their families.
Two million people die each year from tuber-
culosis, and 8 million people become sick with
the disease. TB is the leading killer of people
with HIV/AIDS. TB primarily strikes adults dur-
ing their productive, child-rearing years. Those
who become ill often lose months of work.
Sometimes, TB patients’ children must leave
school to work or care for their sick parent.
Globally, $750 million per year could bring TB
under control. | have asked the Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations Committee to protect the
bilateral TB control programs, and ensure that
the funding is appropriately used as effectively
as possible for direct, on-the-ground interven-
tions and treatment.

Another important tool for fighting TB is the
Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and malaria
(GFATM). Malaria kills nearly 1 million people
each year, most of them children. AIDS has
orphaned 13 million children already and, at
current rates, there will be 40 million AIDS or-
phans by 2020.

The GFATM is an accountable multilateral
mechanism capable of ensuring that drugs
and treatment are efficiently disseminated to
where they are needed on the ground. The
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GFATM is a public-private partnership, inde-
pendent from the United Nations and other
international bodies and working as a com-
plement to existing bilateral international
health efforts. | have asked the Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations Committee to provide $1
billion in 2004 to this program, and ensure that
it reaches as many countries as possible.

In addition to these programs, you have my
support to expand funding for Basic Education
programs in 2004 to $350 million (from all ac-
counts), and to provide not less than $120 mil-
lion for UNICEF, and $200 million for micro-
enterprise programs, with at least half of that
amount going to programs that target the very
poor.

Again | would like to thank the Sub-
committee for its outstanding leadership in
saving and improving children’s lives around
the world by expanding funding for these crit-
ical health interventions.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of myself
and JOHN LARSON our Ranking Member, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
Assistant Counsel Carolyn Betz of the Office
of General Counsel for the House. Ms. Betz
has served in the House Counsel's Office
since November 1995 and will shortly be relo-
cating to upstate New York. We will miss her.

During the past seven and a half years, Ms.
Betz has provided frequent and valuable serv-
ice to the Committee on House Administration,
and our staff has come to rely on her legal
guidance, as well as her common sense ap-
proach to problem-solving. She has assisted
us not only with legal advice but also with cre-
ation and implementation of numerous policies
of significance to the House as an institution.
Most recently, Ms. Betz was instrumental in fi-
nalizing the terms of the House’s participation
in the debt collection program offered by the
Department of the Treasury. While in the
House Counsel’'s Office, she has handled a
wide range of legal issues, and we know that
her expertise is greatly valued by other House
offices.

On behalf of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, | would like to thank Carolyn Betz
for her devoted service to the house. We wish
her great success in her future endeavors.

————
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Mr. SCHROCK. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to share the following article written by a con-
stituent, Rabbi Israel Zoberman. Today is the
55th Anniversary of the State of Israel.

ISRAEL AT 55

The 55th anniversary of the State of Israel
is not an ordinary occasion even under nor-
mal circumstances. So much more so as the
small Jewish state is challenged in a way no
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